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HOOKS & NEEDLES 

 

Carole and Pat are going to start a knitting group.  But not just any group.  They would 

like others to join and “knit for a purpose”.   

Anything you make, such as caps, sweaters, prayer shawls, would be donated to a hospital and 

the items would be given to people who are going through treatment for cancer. Pat also has 

instructions on how to turn a T-shirt into a pair of pants and pillow cases into a dress.  These 

items would go to children in Afica.   

If you do not know how to knit, they will teach you.  The group will be getting together the first 

and third Tuesday of each month between 1:00 and 3:00.  You may come any time between 

those hours and leave when you wish.  Eventually they are hoping that people who are not 

members of Harmony would join the knitting circle.   

So even if you do not know how to knit, don’t be shy.  You will not be expected to make a 

sweater your first time there.  Remember, it just takes one baby step to get started.  Who knows, 

you may become a master knitter.   

 

 

APRIL HAS A TEA PARTY 

I have some really awesome co-workers. Seriously, they are amazing people 

and I appreciate absolutely everything they´ve done for me. They´ve made my 

experience here in Spain unforgettable. 

 

Today let me tell you about one of my Ana that I work with (everyone in 

Spain is named Ana or Maria or some equivalent. True story.) 

 

Ana lives on the same street as me. She gives me a lift to the school in the mornings when I don´t 

feel like walking in 4 degree weather. She has red hair and although she´s trying to quit smoking, 

the truth is she loves it a little too much. She invites me for tea sometimes and set me up with my 

new English private lessons with two brothers ages 5 and 11 respectively (which I LOVE! They 



are ADORABLE!) 

 

She´s also a great teacher. She´s incredibly intelligent with a great sense of humor and a 

willingness to be a bit of a payaso (clown) to encourage kids to learn. She does a lot of songs 

with the kids. They all seem to really like English class and I´m sure in a big way it´s because of 

her. 

 

Today Ana and I were having a tea together and I asked her how she decided she wanted to study 

English. She told me that when she was starting the University in Granada, she was 17. She had 

decided she wanted to study English (just because she enjoyed it) and social services. She had 

been to Granada before, but not to the University. Her mother asked her if she wanted her to go 

along. Ana, of course, being 17 said, ¨no, of course not. I can do it. I´m old enough to find my 

own way.¨ At this point I was trying not to snort tea up my nose because that is exactly the kind 

of conversations I had with my Mom,  so she went to Granada by the bus. When she arrived she 

was completely lost. Finally she asked directions from someone and they told her, the social 

services building is along this way and the English center is on the other side of the town.  

Looking from one place to another she decided, at the spur of the moment, to go to the English 

center. And that is how she became and English Major. 

 

Can I just say how much I adore that story? That is totally how I make decisions. Six years 

ago I decided I wanted to study abroad. They said I couldn´t pick Ireland (my country of 

choice) because it had to be a country where I didn´t speak the language. I thought, ¨Ehhh – 

Spain! 

 

And here I am again. Some things are just meant to be.   

 

FEEL THE WARMTH 

The GALA life group had another successful coat drive.  They collected 183 this year.  

A BIG THANKS goes out to Dee and Joanna Store for putting containers out at their 

location.   

Lisa would like to thank everyone who has been donating their bulletins after church.  

She now has more than enough to make jewelry for this year’s Relay for Life so she 

does not need any more.   

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

An invitation is probably one of the most exciting pieces of mail that a person can receive. Even 
without knowing the contents of an envelope, we sometimes have a feeling that an invitation is 
enclosed. And when the invitation is extended by telephone, we usually express our excitement 
by the tone of our voice in the conversation. But once received, the invitation calls for a 
response. 
 
Likewise, Jesus extends to all of us a very special invitation, "Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart and you will find rest for your souls." (Matthew 11:29)  
 



Every invitation has a host, a person invited--the guest, and the object for which the invitation is 
extended. In this case Jesus does the inviting. It is addressed to "all who labor and are heavy 
laden." The object is to help those who accept to find meaning and purpose in their life struggle. 
But Jesus personalizes the invitation, and offers himself in personal involvement. This makes 
the invitation unique--different from a general statement of concern or an offer to commiserate 
with persons weighed down with the burdens of life. Yet, it is important to ask why we should 
accept this invitation. What is our motivation to be involved in following Jesus? 
 
First, Jesus says, "My yoke is easy." This image reminds us that we are all related [yoked] to 
someone--or something--in this life. We are never free in the sense of isolation, of individualism 
that has no responsibility to anyone or anything. Christ does not say that our yoking will be 
destroyed, but that with him the yoke is shared and directed. With him, life has purpose and 
meaning precisely because we are yoked. To be yoked with Christ not only insures the right 
direction, but assures us of joy in service. Discipleship becomes fellowship with Christ and his 
other followers. 
 
Secondly, Jesus says, "My burden is light." Please note that he did not say, "I will take away 
your burden or relieve you of having any burden just because you follow me." No, in discipleship 
we take unto ourselves his burden--and it is light. Isn't this what Jesus meant when he stated 
that each disciple must take up the "cross" and follow him? Doesn't "cross," in this context, 
mean the shared burden of Christ which he offers to us? 
 
Do you remember how Father Flanagan of Boys' Town fame in Omaha, Nebraska built his 
wonderful institution for homeless boys with a picture and a slogan? It was a picture of a 
teenage boy carrying another boy--almost his same size--on his back. The  
words beneath simply read, "He ain't heavy, he's my brother." To carry our brothers and sisters 
in Christ with him, while being yoked to him, is to accept the invitation to "take" and to "learn."  
 
To say, "My burden is light" is to remind all of us that life was not meant to be work-free or mere 
existence. There is purpose and there is a reward to the faithful, to those who accept the 
invitation. 
 
What is that purpose? What is that reward? 
 
"I will give your rest," says Jesus. And "You will find rest for your souls." Now “rest” in Jesus’ 
terms are not release from your command--your post in the kingdom--but rejuvenation. "Rest" 
as the Bible uses the term, is not granting laziness--doing nothing--but being able to do what 
you were meant to do, without undo pressures or strain and unbearable burdens. 
We must not forget that Christ's invitation was extended to "all who labor and are heavy laden." I 
think this applies to most of us, most of the time. Often the burdens of life and the cares of daily 
living get us "down." This word tells us that Christ is aware of 
that struggle. He extends the invitation in simple elementary 
terms. I pray that we will all "R.S.V.P." Christ's invitation with 
much haste. 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Larry 
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BIRTHDAYS                                                      

 

5 – Donna Stoltzfus 

       Helen Clinton 

       Pastor Larry Frank 

 8 - Barbara Messner                                                

10 – Brandon Plank 

11 - Terry Messner  

13 – Bill Dyson                                             

14 – Lisa Miller 

15 – Anna May Hoffman                                         

19 – Ann Shingle 

22 – JO Wisniewski 

25 – Carol Beam 

25 – Allyson Clinton 

28 – Wendy Martini 

       Eddie Clinton 

 

 

ANNIVERSARY 
 

Betty Jean & Bill Rapp 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Wait a minute!  They told me there would be donuts in this thing. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

CHURCH SERVICE @ 9:30 along with Kidspace - Nursery 

TRUSTEES:  February 1 @ 7:00 

AD COUNCIL:  February 21 @ 7:00 

MISSION CHANGE:  2/26 

MA BEA’S:  Mondays 

TOPS:  Tuesdays @ 5:30 

CHOIR PRACTICE:  to be announced 

COMMUNION:  February 5 

 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL:  every Sunday @10:45 

 
 

NOTHIN’ BUT MEN:  Mondays @ 7:00 

GALA:  Tuesdays @ 7:00 

MISSION POSSIBLE:  Thursdays @ 12:00 

 

ά¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƻƎΣ ǘƻŘŀȅ L ŀƳ ŀ ŘƻƎΣ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ L ǿƛƭƭ probably still ōŜ ŀ ŘƻƎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 

just so little hope ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘέΦ  {ƴƻƻǇȅ  
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